
The average person is photographed or videoed 14 times 

on any given day. This includes those citizens who are 

a little shady, disreputable or downright criminal. Now 

that video evidence has reached this critical mass, it’s 

no surprise that footage is becoming an integral piece 

in our crime-solving puzzle. Yet with its ascension comes 

some interesting issues, especially when you’re talking 

about digital video.

Digital video is typically stored on a hard drive inside 

a DVR at the scene of a crime. Law enforcement can 

expect any number of experiences with this sort of foot-

age–including ‘I can’t get the (expletive) video off of 

this DVR.’ The video ends up contributing nothing to the 

case. Or perhaps the video is collected from the DVR, 

but the quality is so poor that little can be discerned. 

Then there are the times where video solves a crime–

and fast. Cases where no one saw anything–except for 

the video (watch a few episodes of CSI and you’ll get the 

impression this is what happens in every case). 
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